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Our records suggest that many of our seasonal  audio tapes and slides. There is also a growing
Inside this issue migrants have arrived a bit earlier than usual  rchive of birding records, correspondence and
this year. In particular, Scarlet Honeyeaters  qther files. So far these have been stored in

From the Editor 2 arrived early, with the first record, at Fairy Dell . pboards and corners of nm
during our regular Bushfire Recovery Survey, in ; ;

Request for Information 2 mid Agugust, gne of the earliest dategin our)r/e- 2h2ddWhi<i:huisr nrotil?stgfirleséfe. bn the presi

Call for Nominations 2 cords. '

o ) The club executive is delighted to report that

Spinehills in lvanhoe 3 Scarlet Honeyeaters are regular migrants to our Faye Bedford of DSE, and a strong supported

lan Faulkner area. This year we seem to be experiencing an and friend of EGBOCj has offered to find safe

Obituary: lan Faulkner 3 irruption of the species. Unusually high num-  anq secure storage of our archives at the DSE
bers have been recorded, including in sites offices in Bairnsdale. Members will still be able

The wonderful birds of Cairn: 4 where they have not previously been noted. to borrow items from the library. Requests

Ken Sherring Rob Cookds excell ent [ghouldbemadeto Chris Healey. An updated

ax and 3111 a5 . taken on the clubods o Llist of library items all be published in a future
‘ October. issue of The Chat
Jill Markey
In other news:

Presidentds r6 ' EGBOC has a modest library of books, videos,

2009

Recorderds re? t —te—AGMJune

2009

Monthly Reports s From the PresideitChris Healey
Meeting points for outings; F« 8 The end of another interesting birding year is nation.
May al most upon us. Dondt

During the course of the year Pinnock Street

has become increasingly unsatisfactory as a

reliable meeting point for Monday outings.

Please note that from next year we will be meet-

ing AT THE DESIGNATED BIRDING DESTINATION.
From next year the club will change to reporting See the 2010 Outing Schedule in this issue for

and meeting on a calendar year basis. The next further details. And remember, that during day-
Annual General Meeting will be on 22 February light saving time, we meet half an hour earlier.

2010, with election of officers and annual re-
ports. Note the call for nominations for officers
of the club in this issue ofThe Chat If you feel
you or somebody else has something to contrib-
ute to the club, please consider making a nomi-

Party, to be held again this year at Nyerimilang
starting at 12 noon. All members are welcome
Tail feathers 10 0 please bring something to share, and also a
chair, cutlery and plate.

2010 outings schedule 9

A happy Christmas and New Year to all mem-
bers, and may all your birding be joyous!
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From the EditorTrainingi Jill Markey

This is the first edition of The Chat since the from members who for a variety of reasons are | The Chatis published three
AGM which was held in June this year. Firstly | - ynaple to attend regular outings but who pursue | times a year by East Gippsland
must thank Chris Healey who has produced The peir birding in other ways. Thank you to those Bird Observation and Conserva
Chat for several years and has developed it into \yhq continue to contribute articles and photos. tion, PO Box 825, Bairnsdale,

a very professional and informative publication. Victoria 3875.

| am on a very steep Iearnlng_ curve so Chris has EGBOC is grateful to the Depart
kindly continued to act as Editofin -Chief for L .
ment of Sustainability and Envi-

this edition. :

ronment for support in the pro-
The East Gippsland Bird Observation and Con- duction of the Newsletter.
servation Branch of BQCA has mgmbers located The illustration of the White
over a large geographical area which makes fronted Chat on the cover is
communication and interaction difficult at S e AlrET S S e
times. O0THE CHATO news Australian Birds1989.
nue by which members are able to share inter- .
esting and informative articles relating to bird- Contact The Editor at the above
ing and conservation activities. It would be inter- address, or:
esting to receive information for the newsletter

Request for Information: Are Bell Miners Declining in East Gippsland?

There is some evidence that Bell Miner the colonies disappeared a couple of years lished (if known); is the colony stable,

colonies in the vicinity of Bairnsdale may  previously. growing, or in decline? approximate date/
be in decline. s this really the case, and if ) _ month/year colony moved or died out.
so, how W|despread is the decline? | am aware of the fO”OWIng East Glppsland

colonies that have disappeared or de- Chris Healey, 110 Bellbird Rd, Granite

Bell Miners are implicated in dieback of glined: Fairy Dell, Monkey Creek, Nicholson Rock, 3875, phone (03) 5157 9036 or &
eucalypt forest; so many people may not be Rjyer at Fairhope and Clifton Creek, Nun-  mail egboc@wideband.net.au

too concerned. However, what if the disap- gurner, Chinamans Creek at Metung,

pearance of Bell Miners is a sign of wider  geechers Brook between Swan Reach &

troubles in the bush? Kalimna West and Kalimna.

A number of us in EGBOC have noticed the | gm aware that colonies sometimes simply

disappearance of Bell Miner colonies over move, and while this may be the case for
the last few years, as well as the obvious  the colonies we know about, the failure to
decline in the size of other coloniesl have  fing any of them suggests they may possi-

heard of similar declines and disappear-  pjy have moved quite some distance, dis-
ance in suburban Melbourne and nearby  hersed and/or died out.

areas. ] ]
To try to determine whether there is any

There have been recent suggestions that  gjgnjficant decline in Bell Miner colonies in

the extreme hot weather early thisyear ¢t he EGBOC region |16d appreciate any infor -
may have knocked out populations of small mation on past and present colonies you
woodland and forest species.But this know of in the EGBOC region. The informa-

does not adequately explain the apparent  tjon | am after includes: location of colony;
decline of Bell Miners locally, as some of  gate/month/year the colony was estab-

Call for Nominations to EGBOC Executive

Nominations are invited from EGBOC mem- Nominations for yourself or others can be The following positions will fall vacant at
bers for positions on the club Executiven lodged in writing addressed to the club at the next AGM: President, Vice President,
advance of the election of officers at the PO Box 825, Bairnsdale 3875. Nomina-  Secretary, Treasurer, Conservation Liaison
next AGM to be held at the DSE Offices on tions will also be accepted from the floor at Officer, Editor, Recorder, 2 ordinary Mem-
22 February 2010 at 9 am. the AGM. bers.
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Spinebillsinlvanhdd an Faul kner A

[This article is printed in memory of lan, who
sent it to The Chatshortly before his untimely
death last July.}

When | arrived here in lvanhoe on 2 April my
mind was focused on coping with the tornado o
circumstances that brought me here. My Iifelon*
way of centering myself was to walk around my|
immediate surroundings to let my senses tell

me 0| am here, | am h

| heard many familiar birdcalls, currawongs,
butcherbirds, magpies, raven, red wattlebirds,
rainbow lorikeets and musk lorikeet.To remind
me | was in the dread
turtledoves and blackbirds (but no sparrows)
seemed to be taunting me. But against the

d obUrIrBDSO. ndail an
Photo: Eastern Spinebill, by Andrew Brown

Pages

background noise of traffic in Waterdale Road | boundaries of my consciousness. What were the
heardthe elfinalarmo t i nk, t i nk of tnames of every gakden plant inlevegy front gar-
an eastern spinebill in the driveway of the flats ~ den of lvanhoe? This was getting too far from
where | was staying. The sound took me back to where | started so | begged permission from the
the teatree, banksias and mistletoe of East memory of my gentle botany teacher and re-

Gippsland. What was he living on here? turned to the start of my story.

I didndét recogni ze any Tharesidenacarerfonwardes of ge flats knew lr s t .
Eventually he flitted out of the dying conifer into was interested in birds because | had asked her

what was obviously a green flowered correa. At for a copy of the bird list in the information

home correa has red flowers. My search for folder | found in my flat. She was pleased to

spinebills became a search for correa shrubs.  show me some photos of the resident spinebill

So | began the slow journey of an old man with a she had been looking for after hearing his fairy

walking stick, acting suspiciously wandering bell calls. She had prepared a sheet with orni-
slowly around the residential streets to see what thological details. | hoped this was a sign that
people grew in these awful times of climate the green goddess was personally interested in
change. my welfare.

Silvereyes and brown thornbills managed to find
rations of insects among the drought hardy
shrubs. Now the survey expanded beyond

Obituary: lan Faulkner

EGBOC is saddened to report the death of regular participant in EGBOC activities,
lan Faulkner at the age of 64, on 5 July, and led outings with characteristic atten-
after a short iliness. lan was a logjme tion to detail.

member of BOCA and EGBOC. Growing up
in Lakes Entrance, where his parents ran
the Koonwarra caravan park on the shores
of Cunninghame Arm, lan developed a lfe
long love of the beaches and waterways of
the Gippsland Lakes.

A committed conservationist, lan was
active in local efforts to protect beach
nesting birds. He was an enthusiastic
participant in annual Hooded Plover sur-

After completing his schooling at Lakes ment of Sustainability and Environment
Entrance High School, lan embarked on a  officers fence off nesting areas, talking to
science degree in Melbourne. He went on  beach users about the human threats to
to work in the horticultural industry in the the birds, and keeping an eye on the de-
leafy Dandenong Ranges just out of Mel-  velopment of chicks.

bourne, which enabled him to pursue his
passion for natural history. Il health saw
lan taking early retirement, which brought
him back to Lakes Entrance. He was a

lan often described himself as a beach-
comber. An enthusiastic surfer in his
youth, he liked nothing better in his later

veys. Having found a nest, he would regu-
larly monitor the site, helping local Depart-

years than to paddle about in his dingy,
observing the birds and other small crea-
tures of the lakes. An inveterate collector
8 among other things, of old bottle$ lan
also put his beachcombing to public bene-
fit by cleaning up the mess that others left
behind. On many an EGBOC outing, lan
was to be seen clearing old bottles and
cans from the bushes and swamps. He
also built simple seats from driftwood on
the shores of the Gippsland Lakes to en-
courage visitors to contemplate the won-
ders of the environment.

True to his principles to the end, lan trod
lightly upon the earth. He will be missed.
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The Wonderful Birds of Cdirkien Sherring

Cairns in July. What a wonderful place and time
for Victorians to find some interesting birds.
Linda (my school teacher daughter and birding
partner) and | found time to have 8 days at the
Crystal Cascades Holiday Park at Redlynch closg
to the centre of Cairns. The park is well laid out
with extensive gardens and has a stream and
rainforest walk just outside the park.

Hearing Bush Stone Curlew around dawn was a
promising start for our first morning stroll

around the park, but there were so many birds
everywhere. Whitdronted Woodswallow, Forest
Kingfisher, Dusky and Yellow Spotted Honey-
eaters, Olivebacked Sunbird, Metallic Starling
and 3 Bush Stone Curlew were just part of that
list on our first walk before breakfast.

We squeezed quite a lot into our 8 days includ-
ing Michaelmas Cay, Mareeba Wetlands,
Kuranda as well as the famous Esplanade, Bo-
tanical Gardens. We also had a day trip to Eu-
benangee Swamp NP (near Innisfail). This is a
place not to be missed if you are in the area.

Our last outing was to Lake Morris/Copperlode
Dam where we found the Emerald Dove and the
Wompoo Fruidove.

The bird list for the trip included several firsts
for the lifedist and 96 species in all.

Clockwise from top: Dusky Honeyeater, Wompoo Fruit
Dove, Forest Kingfisher, Olivieacked Sunbird, Brah-
miny Kite. (Photos: Ken Sherring)
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Max and JidJdilldskeyWwi nter Trip

Dusky Grasswren. Photo: Jill

Markey

We departed on 3@ July from our home at Queensland, with overnight stops at Mt Isa,
Wiseleigh to visit our widely flung family and ~ Hughendon and Ayr, to Bowen to catch up with
friends. We travelled four states and two territo- @ SOn who works there. At our nightly stops
ries and covered 11,593 km in seven weeks there was usually time to check out the local
and four days. birds. At Mt Isa the highlight was a rufous

] ) throated honeyeater at Ayr, a greabilled heron
We drove via Cann River to Canberra where we 54 at Bowen a greater bower bird.
caught up with one daughter and son then on to
Parkes in NSW to visi {DbownthecoastviaMarlboroughand Mackaytg ¢ e r .
There was not much opportunity to bird at these Emu Park where we camped with my sister and _ i
two places although from previous experience brotherinl aw and met wup with a cousin | hadnot
both have great spots. seen for thirtydfive years. The birding highlight

o o here was a sighting of a masked booby.
Several days driving saw us arriving at Cooper

Pedy via Mildura, Wilmington, Port Augusta and It was then on to Crania Gorge where the high-
Glendambo. From there it was up the road to  light for me was catching a very large yellow
Kings Canyon which proved to be one of the belly fish, and for Max the sighting of a little
highlights of the trip, not just for the scenery ~ shrikethrush.

and rim walk ,but for the great birding. Max was Next came one of our favourite places on the

able to add six olifelg capeHillshorough. Not only is it a lovely

list of fifty species sighted on the day. These 01 \yith beautiful weather but the birding was
included spinifix pigeon, dusky grasswren, grey great. Max was able to again add some ol i

headed honeyeater, grefronted honeyeater, 4 pjs jist. These included the largebilled gery-
splendid wren and western bower bird. gone, collared kingfisher, helmeted friar bird,

It was then time to head to Alice Springs to dusky honeyeater, roserowned fruit dove and
meet up with a friend who was working in the  the largetailed nightjar heard chopping away,
operating theatres at the hospital and also an- ~and the Papuan frogmouth. Brisbane was our
other who works with the Royal Flying Doctor ~ next stop where we caught up with our daughter
Service. Two nights were spent bush camping ir @hd sorHn-law.

the East MacDonnell Ranges where the high-  \ye then spent a night at Lake Glenbawn and
light was the sighting of a painted finch. We alsc sighted a channebilled cuckoo and several

aimong our

did several wal ks i n 1greatcrestedgrebes. It was then on to Cess- The
whole area was experiencing unseasonably hot nock to visit my sister and brother and their
weather with temperatures in high 30 to 40 families and then to Bowral, my old home town,

degrees every day. Even the birds were feeling to catch up with friends and do a walk with the
as not many were sighted. However at Ormistol National Park Association before heading home.

Gorge we were lucky enough to see more grey Qur total list for the trip was 256 species includ-

fronted honeyeaters aling 18 olifersd for Madx fnoort bad for a tri
Max, several yellow honeyeaters. essentially about catching up with our extended
family.

From there it was up the track to Three Ways
where we spent the night then across into




