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The Chat

Newsletter of the East Gippsiand
Bird Observers Club

New Site Brochures

- ——

Drawing on records going back to the founding to Angusvale and other locations in Mitchell
of the club in 1982 EGBOC has begun to issue River National Park. While the aim is to make

brochures for selected important birding sites.  such lists available through the club website, we
The brochures (pictured) feature a fuolour also believe it is valuable to make printed bro-
cover, a map of how to access the site and de- chures available to the general public.

tails of how to contact the club. On the inside of
the fold-out brochures is a full bird list for the
site.

The organizers of the
February to May in Nowa Nowa also expressed
an interest in bird lists for the area being avail-
So far, the club has produced site brochuresfor a b | e . The 6Twitterd
Nyerimilang, Macleod Morass, the Snowy River from local artists on the theme of birds.
Walking Track at Orbost, Lake Tyers Forest Parl
and Nowa Nowa, Fairy Dell, and Mitchell River
National Park.

Printed brochures will be available at the DSE
offices in Bairnsdale, tourist information cen-
tres, Nyerimilang and the Red Tractor Galley in
Production of these brochures is partly a re- Nowa Nowa. They can also be downloaded from
sponse to requests for information on the birds our website, (www.egboc.org.au), when the

of particular areas. In particular, Parks Victoria website upgrade has been completed later this
invited EGBOC to develop a bird list for visitors  year.

Presi de mKaenShemmp or t

are proving as popular as ever. But at the time
of writing this report we still do not have a camp
venue for this September. If you have a sugges-
tion please let us know.

Annual General Meeting

We will be meeting at 9.30 at the DSE offices on
Monday, June 29 for our AGM. As always, it is
important that as many members as possible
attend. Margaret Hallett has already organised a March
2010 camp at Gabo Island and you need to get
in touch with Margaret if you are interested in

this camp as vacancies are limited.

Our guest speaker at the meeting will be Rich-
ard Hunter, CEO of Bird Observation and Con-

servation Australia

Our Club Camps
With the recent Omeo camp success our camps

exhi
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From the Editor

I 6m writing this on a
kept most birds lying lowi over breakfast | saw
a couple of Starlings, and small parties of Pied
Currawongs and Red Wattlebirds pass by, but
the usual variety of smaller birds is keeping a
low profile! Their absence today is a reminder
of the changing seasons. The last few weeks
have seen an influx of Scarlet Robins along the
paddock fences. As in most years, they were
joined by a few Flame Robins, but while the
scarlets hang around, the flames generally
make only a brief appearance.

The Red Wattlehirds are flocking and on the
move, the Yellowaced Honeyeaters have all
left Il ong ago, and
the O6chuck, -saedHohegeaters
They seldom make an appearance on our
(uphill) side of the road, though in cooler
months they occasionally grace our garden and
ridgetop bush. The Crescent Honeyeaters are
yet to move in to our bush for the winter, though
they are already welbstablished not too far
away. Mixed parties of Buffumped, Striated
and Brown Thornbills accompanied by a tribe of
Varied Sittelas have enlivened our morning
walks lately.

This year we are anticipating the first mass win-

ito

Page

ter flowering in about five years. The box trees
in particular are loaded with small bright green
flower buds. Hopefully, this augurs well for good
winter numbers of blossonfeeding honeyeaters
and lorikeets. Maybe the sighting by Ken and
Ann Sherring of a flock of Swift Parrots at Swan
Reach is an omen of good things to come (See
Unusual and Interesting Records on p 10).

This issue includes a good variety of contribu-
tions from our members. Itis a pleasure to
welcome into print Merryl and lan Wright with
their observations and excellent photographs of
a pair of Squaretailed Kites in Nicholsorm an
unusual bird in our area.

I am also delighted to be able to include a beau-
tiful study of a Redkneed Dotterel taken by Rob
Cook.

Thanks to all contributors for their support of
the newsletter, and to the team at BOCA who
are able to bring it to you in colour!

The Chatis published three
times a year by the East Gipp-
sland Bird Observers Club, PO
Box 825, Bairnsdale, Victoria
3875.

EGBOC is grateful to the Depar
ment of Sustainability and Envi-
ronment for support in the pro-
duction of the Newsletter.

The illustration of the White
fronted Chat on the cover is
from The Slater Field Guide to
Australian Birds1989.

Contact The Editor at the above
address, or:

110 Bellbird Road, Clifton Creek
3875

Or email: editor@egboc.org.au

Wanted

Readers may wish to make use dfhe Chat maybe looking for holiday accommodation,
to place small birdingrelated notices. Con- contact The Editor.

straints on space may mean that not all
notices can be printed, but we will do our
best.

So, if you have surplus binoculars, cam-
eras, bird books etc. in need of a new
home, want to buy similar items or are

Binoculars

| am looking for a second hand pair of
lightweight binoculars in good working
order. If anyone has something suitable
for sale, please contact Claire Beecher on
(03)5152 3729.

Welcome New EGBOC Members

New members of BOCA living in the EGBOCTrevor Caldwell & Nancy McMurray of Eagle

catchment area of East Gippsland and
Wellington Shires are automatically
granted membership of EGBOC. The club
welcomes the following recent new mem-
bers:

Point
Maureen & Matthew Dalton of Maffra

Susan Pierce of Nicholson
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A Week Birding in the Northern Tefrik@y Sherring

The early morning walk around the gardens of
the park resort close to Darwin where my daugh-
ter Linda and | spent our first night last year was
brilliant. So many different birds from what we
Victorians expect to see. Rufousanded Honey-
eater, Longtailed Finch, as well as the more
common Figbird and Pied Imperial Pigeon and
others, gave us a taste of what was to come
over the next week.

Batchelor Resort proved a good base for touring
around Litchfield National Park not far out of
Darwin to the southwest. We had to stop on the
way to Wangi Falls where a flock of about ten
Redtailed Black Cockatoos was feeding in road
side trees. At Wangi Falls we parked the car at
a kiosk under a tree where a Blugvinged
Kookaburra disappeared into a nest hollow.
Other highlights included Yellow Oriole, Shining |8
Flycatcher and a pair of Spangled Drongo nest- i,
building. '

On the way to Kakadu we stopped off at Fogg !
Dam. If you are unable to travel to Kakadu this ¥4 *
is an ideal place to see many waterbirds, such '
as Radjah Shelduck, Green Pygmy Goose,
Glossy lbis, many egrets and herons. Other
good sightings were Collared Kingfisher, Varied
Triller, Australian Pratincole, Lemehellied Fly-
catcher, Crimson Finch and Brolga.

Not far from Kakadu we stopped late in the
afternoon at Mamukala Wetlands. This has a
wonderful, large doubledecked bird hide. It
was totally amazing while we were there, with
huge masses of waterbirds for as far as you
could see, including a huge raft of Pelicans,
Wandering and Plumed WhistlinBuck, to name
just a few.

This holiday had many highlights, but the 6am
Yellow Waters cruise was the one that topped
them all. 1 will never forget the scene as we
pulled away from the jetty, with the sun touching
the tops of the trees as they emerged from the
early morning mist as it lifted from the waters of )
the lagoon, while neveending flights of Magpie & ;
Geese flew across the sky. The park ranger
then was able to glide the craft about the la-
goon while all the bird life and crocodiles
seemed totally unconcerned by our presence.

We ticked of 96 species for the week in Septem
ber 2008.

A selection of Ken6s pho
Top End: from top: Rethiled Black Cockatoo; Pied
Imperial Pigeon; a pair of Forest Kingfishers; a prome
nade of waterbirds, ER: Glossy Ibis, Wandering Whis-
tling-Duck, Eastern Great Egret
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More on Clapping Pigedridob Semmens

[The last issue ofThe Chatcarried an article by  Further to the article inThe ChatNo. 40, Febru-
Ron Mackenzie in which he describes his obser- ary 2009 by Ron Mackenzie, complete with his
vations of Common Bronzewing Pigeons making excellent photographs, | can relate a similar

a loud clapping sound. Although Bronzewings experience. About five years ago, while con-
are well known to make a rapid clapping sound  ducting a regular bird atlassing survey at Double
with their wings when flushing with alarm, Ron  Creek, just northwest of Mallacoota, | discov-
interpreted the quite different single sound as ered two young pigeons perched together in
possibly a threat display. Bob Semmens has  tqjrly thick scrub. The | heard a loud clap, and
provided the following account of very similar noticed a Common Bronzewing Pigeon passing.

behavior he has observed. Interestingly, al- A ghort time later it happened again, and there
though HANZAB summarises the known social, .-« 1o Goubt the noise was made by the pi-

aggressive an.d algrm behaviours of the Com geon, as described by Ron. In my case, the
mon Bronzewing, it makes no mention of the L )
. . situation suggested that the adult was alerting
kind of clapping recorded by Ron and Bob. . . .
. the young to keep still and quiet, as a possible
(Editor)] . . .
threat was in the immediate area.

Bushfire Recovery Surveien Sherring

These surveys are still providing good birding for - .

those Of us attending' A hlghllght for me in ‘Janu_ ?m-gr(e]stln; :e}ﬂecn:e o:qzo?e fr(:metlfe(ltzr; s attentionm
ary at Fairy Dell was standing within three me- here.o

tres of a pair of Rufous Whistlers while they

attended their nest. A chance for photographs

was not missed.

Tasmanian Visitgrdken Sherring

At this time of the year we can expect to see Chris who had a Bluavinged Parrot land on his
birds migrating from Tasmania to the mainland TV antenna. Another Bluiing report in March
passing through East Gippsland. This year has came from Bengworden.

proved no exception. In April Ann and | were surprised when six Swift

| have seen massive flocks of Silvereye at Parrots suddenly landing in the top of a Spotted
Nyerimilang and Lake Tyers and lately they have Gum in our garden. Unfortunately too brief a
appeared in my garden. visit for a photograph, but still very exciting.

A more unusual sighting in March came from




