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Presidentõs report  ñ Ken Sherring 

EGBOC receives donation of funds from LTTF 

Our club has been donated the remaining funds 

left from the Little Tern Task Force which is clos-

ing down. Their committee chose to pass on 

these funds to our club because they thought 

that we were best placed to use them to benefit 

the birds of East Gippsland. Our club president 

was handed a cheque by Faye Bedford from 

LTTF on November 10 at our club Monday out-

ing at Macleod Morass.  

We are very grateful for this donation and will 

endeavor to use the money well to benefit the 

birds and their environment of East Gippsland. 

Monday Outings starting times in 2009 

At our recent club committee it was decided 

that in 2009 while daylight saving is in place 

that our usual starting time will be to meet at 

Pinnock Street at 8.20 so as to leave at 8.30. 
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Members of EGBOC were dismayed to learn in 
July of an officially-sanctioned cull of Black 
Swans that had invaded lucerne paddocks adja-
cent to Macleod Morass near Bairnsdale.  It 
became clear that a factor in the invasion was 
the decline of the swanõs normal food sources 
in the lakes and wetlands.  This led to public 
questions being raised more generally about the 
current health and future prospects of the Gipp-

sland Lakes. 

Habitat Network East Gippsland (HNEG) re-
sponded to the concerns of member organiza-
tions by organizing a public forum to discuss the 
environmental and management problems fac-
ing the Lakes.  The forum was held on the eve-
ning of 19 November at the Bairnsdale Sporting 
and Convention Centre in Lucknow.  As a mem-
ber of HNEG, EGBOC contributed to hosting the 
forum, which was well attended by over 230 

people. 

HNEG brought together a panel of experts com-
prising:  Prof Barry Hart (Monash University, 
aquatic chemistry, water quality management, 
ecological risk assessment), Prof John Beardall 
(Monash University, algal blooms and impacts 

of global change), Prof David Mitchell (Charles 
Sturt University, management of catchment and 
irrigation systems), Prof Max Finlayson (Charles 
Sturt University, wetland ecology and manage-
ment) and Dr Peter Fisher (Central Queensland 

University, pharmaceuticals and water quality). 

Each panel member gave a short address relat-
ing to water quality, ecology and management 
of the Lakes (Dr Fisherõs address was presented 
in his unavoidable absence).  The Forum was 
then opened to questions from the floor and 
ended with a review of key recommendations 

for action. 

In their presentations and in response to ques-
tions from the audience, the panel made the 

following comments: 

¶ Algal blooms will be a recurrent problem. 

¶ The toxicity of some algal blooms remains 

unclear. 

¶ The Lakes are becoming more saline, and 
flushing from inflow is unlikely to remedy the 

(Continued on page 2) 

DSEõs Faye Bedford hands over cheque from wind-up 

of Little Tern Task Force to EGBOC President, Ken 

Sherring, 10 Nov, at Macleod Morass 



Starting from the first issue of next year there 

will be a new distribution system for The Chat.  

Members of BOCA whose postal address is 

within the EGBOC region will receive the news-

letter as an insert with the February, June and 

December issues of BOCAõs bi-monthly maga-

zine, The Bird Observer.  Other members of 

BOCA who nominate to receive The Chat on a 

regular basis will also be able to receive the 

newsletter in this way.  There is therefore no 

further requirement to provide postage stamps;  

see the back page for further details. 

If you are not a member of BOCA but are a regu-

lar recipient of The Chat you will continue to 

receive the newsletter by mail or e-mail in the 

usual way. 

Please note that if you prefer to access the 

newsletter in electronic format instead of hard 

copy you can do so at the EGBOC website.  EG-

BOC can send you an e-mail alert when a new 

issue of The Chat is available on the web for 

viewing or downloading.  Again, see the back 

page for more information. 

EGBOC is grateful to dedicated staff of BOCAõs 

national office for being able to provide this 

service.  One benefit of the arrangement is that 

we will be able to reach all EGBOC members.  

However, to stay in touch with EGBOC affairs via 

the newsletter, it is important that you ensure 

that you maintain active membership of BOCA 

as our umbrella organization. 

There are some changes to the layout in this 

issue, as I tinker with ways to update and im-

prove the presentation.  There are also some 

changes to reporting on outings and other bird 

records, with much of the detail on regular out-

ings being replaced by more extensive coverage 

of interesting and unusual sightings, including 

those from our normal outings. 

This issue contains news of a number of recent 

events in which EGBOC has been involved, and 

the provisional calendar of outings for 2009. 

As always, my thanks to all those who contrib-

uted articles and observations to The Chat over 

the year. 

Happy birding for the Christmas and New Year 

period. 

Chris Healey 

From the Editor 
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The Chat is published three 

times a year by the East Gipp-

sland Bird Observers Club, PO 

Box 825, Bairnsdale, Victoria 

3875.   

EGBOC is grateful to the Depart-

ment of Sustainability and Envi-

ronment for support in the pro-

duction of the Newsletter. 

The illustration of the White-

fronted Chat on the cover is 

from The Slater Field Guide to 

Australian Birds 1989. 

Contact The Editor at the above 

address, or: 

110 Bellbird Road, Clifton Creek 

3875 

Or e-mail: editor@egboc.org.au 

problem. 

¶ Sea-grass beds are seriously degraded, 
with potential impacts on overall biodiver-

sity. 

¶ Nutrient inflows from agriculture and fire-
damaged areas are a major threat to 

water quality. 

¶ The extent of natural wetlands and 
marshes adjoining the Lakes has been 
greatly reduced over the decades, and 
their effectiveness as a filtration system 

thereby diminished. 

¶ Forest cover in the Lakes catchment is 
diminished by logging and fire, resulting 
in unacceptable levels of sediment and 
nutrient inflow.  Restoration of mature 

forest will take decades. 

¶ The Lakes ecosystem is resilient to ad-
verse impacts, but re-establishes stability 
at lower levels than in previous cycles, 

resulting in progressive degradation. 

¶ The Lakes are a Ramsar site, but Austra-
lia currently is not meeting its obligations 
to update and maintain data on wetland 
sites under the international Ramsar 

(Continued from page 1) Convention. 

¶ The extent to which pharmaceuticals may 
be impacting on the Lakes ecosystem is 
unknown because of a lack of monitoring 

for such contaminants. 

¶ Although a return to a healthy freshwater 
Lakes ecosystem is theoretically still pos-
sible, the track record of government and 
environmental management agencies 

suggests this is unlikely to occur. 

¶ Global warming is only likely to exacer-

bate problems in the long term. 

The Forum concluded by nominating key 

points of concern and strategies for action: 

¶ Assess the impact of climate change.  

¶ Measurement of water quality inflows.  

¶ Ensure that responsibilities under the 

Ramsar Convention are taken seriously.  

¶ More open consultation with the commu-
nity by the Gippsland Lakes and Catch-

ment Task Force. 

¶ Investigate the effects of fire retardant on 

water quality.  

¶ Assess the role of logging on the health 

of the Lakes. 

¶ Monitor impact of Macalister Irrigation 

District on Lakes water quality.  

¶ List of flora and fauna species found in/

around Lakes.  

¶ Investigate possible Heritage Listing of 

Lakes.  

¶ Obtain accurate information on  toxins in 

fish etc.  

¶ Community education/awareness of 

Lakes ecosystem. 

¶ Ensure adequate funding for the Gipp-

sland Lakes and Catchment Task Force. 

 



Max and I left Wiseleigh on 12th August in the 

Rodeo towing our 1988 Evernew caravan and 

traveled to Parkes NSW via Canberra. After visit-

ing family and friends there for a few days we 

traveled to Cobar where we stayed for two 

nights. We visited several sites in the surround-

ing area and were lucky enough to record sev-

enty species. Highlights were Hooded Robin, 

Variegated Wren and Major Mitchell Cockatoo. It 

was then on to Gundabooka National Park for 

one night where among the twenty nine species 

recorded were Southern Scrub Robin, Little But-

ton Quail and the Black Honeyeater. Bourke was 

our next stopover where we spent two days bird-

ing around the local area. Max was delighted to 

observe among the fifty species a Black Falcon, 

Five Ground Cuckoo Shrikes, Little Friar Birds 

and Blue Bonnet Parrots. 

We then decided to follow the Darling River from 

Bourke to Wentworth to the junction of the Dar-

ling and Murray Rivers and to make several 

detours on the way. We took the Western dirt 

road for our first stop at Trilby Station where we 

spent two nights camped by the River. As well 

as birding Max did some drawing and fishing, 

one yellow belly caught. The birding tally was 

forty and included White Fronted Chats, White-

bellied Cuckoo Shrike, Owlet Nightjar and Red-

tailed Black Cockatoo.  

Our first detour was to White Cliffs a place we 

found very interesting. While there we drove out 

to Peery Lake in the Paroo/ Darling National 

Park. In the two days spent there we recorded 

sixty four species including Caspian Tern, Pink-

eared Duck, Gull-billed Tern, Orange Chat, White

-winged Wren, and Chirping Wedgebill. From 

there it was on to our second detour: Broken 

Hill, where we spent five nights which was a 

couple of nights longer than intended due to the 

need to have a minor repair done on the Rodeo. 

The birding wasnõt the greatest but we did see 

numerous Pied Honeyeaters, Singing Honey-

eaters and Chirping Wedgebill. While there we 

visited the Living Desert Park, took a side trip to 

Silverton and visited several Art Galleries. 

Back on the road we headed to Mutawintji Na-

tional Park, a magic place. The rock formations 

and gorges are wonderful. The camping area is 

well set out and even has solar powered hot 

showers. We did several walks during which we 

viewed some Aboriginal rock art. The weekend 

after we left was the ten year anniversary of the 

handing back of the land to the local Aboriginal 

People. The celebration was expected to attract 

a thousand people. In all we recorded fifty spe-

cies among which were Brown Songlark, White 

(Continued on page 5) 

some clean water, the Raven will put the scraps 

back into the bath.  We wonder whether the very 

dry conditions have influenced the Raven's be-

haviour. 

29 Oct 

Barbara saw our ôcrowõ at the bird bath last 

[Editorõs note:  Barbara and Ron Mackenzie 

sent their observations of feeding behaviour of 

a Raven in their garden on Raymond Island.  

Ron subsequently added a series of entertain-

ing and interesting updates by e-mail which I 

have added, along with his gruesome photo-

graphs!  Apparently, ravens are well-known for 

soaking food in water, usually bread, sometimes 

meat.  Barbara and Ronõs observations are of 

particular interest in documenting a range of 

food items being soaked, and the determination 

of the Raven to get its own way!] 

28 October 

A Raven has been visiting our front yard for a 

few weeks. The bird likes to dip it's food into the 

bird bath, before eating.   Locals must be throw-

ing out scraps, because it has brought in bread, 

pork chop bones, spare rib bones etc. 

It has also brought in small birds. We think that 

these are young Noisy Minor, which it has re-

moved from a nest, judging from the Noisy Mi-

nor activity.  It dismembers these birds in the 

bird bath, eats some of the bird and leaves the 

remaining parts in the water, ready for a later 

feed.  If we flush the bath, to give other birds 

Western New South Wales birding adventure ñ Jill & Max Markey 

Our resident ôCrowõ ñ Barbara & Ron Mackenzie 

òWe followed the 

Darling River to 

the Murrayéó 
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Raven at birdbath ñ note food 

item under right foot! 

Photos, Ron Mackenzie 



night and found a stinking fish head in the 

bath. She threw the head away and had 

hardly moved when the crow put it back, so 

she put the head in the bin and cleaned 

out the bath. This morning there was a 

chook bone in the bath.  I've just checked 

on some noisy Masked Lapwing, and the 

crow flew from near them.  They had four 

young and now have none, so at least 

some of the dismembered young birds in 

our bird bath may have been Masked Lap-

wing.  Barbara says no, because they had 

wide, stubby beaks and the wrong wing 

markings. 

30 Oct 

I have attached a photo of one part that 

was in our bird-bath this morning. I have 

not got a clue as to the original species.  

No wonder our "Resident Crow" looks so 

shiny and healthy. He is obviously putting a 

dent in our local bird population.  Also, 

there must be some heavy meat eaters 

amongst the locals, judging by the number 

of bones the crow has been bringing 

in.  The determined bird is incur-

ring Barbara's wrath, big time. Much bird-

bath cleaning. 

At about 9.00 am the crow had another 

dismembered bird in the bird-bath -- no 

head, so difficult to pick the type of bird, 

but because the feathers were all 

black, they could have been young black 

bird.  At about 10.00 am it was dunking 

some bread into the bird-bath. 

31 Oct 

Yesterday evening there were quite a lot of 

small feathers in our bird-bath, which made 

three birds for the day.  I tried to get some 

feathers to photograph, but they come out 

all stuck together.  In the bath was one small 

bone and one small feather, with a red sec-

tion.  Below the bath was a carcass, with 

one foot and a separate leg/foot, which, I 

assume was from the 9.00 am bird.  I've 

attached a shot of the foot, the small bone 

and the small feather.   

6 Nov 

This is my last E-mail on the crow.  It has 

been calling for the last couple of days: an 

Australian Raven. It has been roosting in a 

will be provided to each team.  

The objective of the Challenge Count is to 

record as many birds as possible within a 

24 hour period from midnight to mid-

night.  Many groups may prefer to limit 

their birding to only a more convenient 

part of that 24 hour period!  Its up to you 

how you wish to organize the available 

time. 

Remember the basic BOCA rules:  bird 

species are counted if seen by 2 mem-

bers or heard by 3.  Apart from that, the 

good name of BOCA should be upheld at 

This yearõs BOCA Challenge Count is 

scheduled for on or about the weekend of 

6-7th December. 

EGBOC has developed a fine record in the 

Challenge Count.  Letõs see if we can 

keep up the good work this year, while 

having fun. 

If you are able to lead a team in a favour-

ite birding area, or would like to be a 

member of a team, please let me know, if 

possible by the end of November. 

An official record form and cover sheet 

Challenge Count ñ 2008 
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large nature strip gum.  Yesterday it was on 

the bird bath so I raced out, to give it little 

time to pick anything up and there was a 

large, raw, plucked, chook wing, in the bath.  

Yesterday there was a Wood Duck couple, 

with two young, on the nature strip, a couple 

of doors down.  They usually have a stack of 

young, so some of the carcases may have 

been Woodies. 

 

Below left:  bird wing removed from birdbath, 30 Oct; below right: bits found below the bird-

bath, 31 Oct.  Photos: Ron Mackenzie 

all times! 

Group leaders can send me their records, 

or hand them to me at the Christmas 

Party (8th December), and I will collate 

the EGBOC returns for forwarding to the 

national coordinator. 

As in past years, we hope to field several 

groups within a radius of 40km round 

Nicholson, and the same around Marlo. 


