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Newsletter of the East Gippsland
Bird Observers Club

Former EGBOC Members Remembered At Nyerimilang

7" L4

EGBOC has maintained a special the club awaited formal approval ceremony after the AGM on 23
relationship with Nyerimilang from the Nyerimilang Park man- Jun e . Avril ds fri
Park since its inception more agement for the memorial. local organisations of which she

than 20 years ago. Another prominent figure in the was a keen supporter will also be

Inside this issue: On 30 April this year, a delegation history of EGBOC, Avril Yates, alst welcome to attend.
of EGBOC members (pictured had a special affection for
above) planted a tree inmemory  Nyerimilang. Avril had been inau-
From the Editor 5 of longterm EGBOC member, Joy gural Secretary of EGBOC, a posi-
Johnstone, who died in March tion she held for many years. She
Letter to the Editor 2 last year. Joy was the inaugural  remained an active member of
President of EGBOC in 1982. The the club right up to her death
tree chosen is a native rainforest ~ earlier this year. Awvril expressed a
A Swan Song 3 . . .
Jan Faulkner species of our region, a Blueberry wish that her ashes be scattered
Ash Elaeocarpus reticulatug. It at Nyerimilang. The club plans to
A Land of Drought, Fire and 3 was nurtured by Jo Hope while honour her wishes with a simple
Flooding Rain
Kaye Munro
The Naming of Australian Bir 4 H ~
Chris Healty Presidentds report Ken S|

Mallacoota Camp Report 5
Jill Markey

Our recent Mallacoota camp
success shows yet again the

Dates to remember:
June 236 EGBOC Annual Gen-

Outings Report 7 popularity of our EGBOC .

Harvey Rodda camps. We have another camp eral Meeting at DSE. Guest
scheduled for the latter part of ;Spgaoketr.tl): ayleolizdﬂ Bet
October but as yet we do not ord.Lctober -obBet we

2008 Schedule 9 have a venue. If you have an the Mountains ¢
idea for a suitable site please the BOCA rescheduled week-

Tail Feathers 10 let us know. end at Forestech.
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From the Editor

This issue includes a report on
our recent highly successful camp
at Mall acoot a,
observations on stressed swans
at Lakes Entrance. We also re-
print a story by Kaye Munro on
the recovery after bushfires at
Waterholes where EGBOC is
monitoring bird populations.

Library:

Our club Librarian, Jose Hickling,
has found it necessary to seek a
new location for the club library. It
is now in my studio/shed in Bell-
bird Road. While this may not be
such a convenient location for
members, please feel free to
arrange a visit to the collection

office in consultation with EGBOC
for Friday 10 to Sunday 12 Octo-

e ber 2008, at Forestech. A pro-

gram and booking form are avail-
able from Head Office.

The program includes bird pho-
tography (catering for all skill
levels), and sessions on birding
skills and wildlife art.

Page

The Chatis published three times
a year by the East Gippsland Bird
Observers Club, PO Box 825,
Bairnsdale, Victoria 3875.

EGBOC is grateful to the Depart-
ment of Sustainability and Environt
ment for support in the production
of the Newsletter.

The illustration of the White
fronted Chat on the cover is from

Other News from EGBOC: (see contact details in box, right). Chris Heal The Slater Field Guide to Austra-
Websi I have also given shelter to some E d'rtls ealey lian Birds 1989.
ebsite of our other club archives, which ftor . e Edi o ab

We anticipate updating our web-  Will join the library collection. aggrt:sc; or(:e iy BN B0
site over the nlext few montkls- It The library now holds the full CD 110 Bellbird Road, Clifton Creek
'15_ ncl)w Eever?]t)t/e?rrs_tslncti ancy  set of Australian Bird Calls pro- 3875 i e .
b?y or f;?]ug | bot ll." on h ?Sam' duced by BOCA (as well as the Or email: e |t0r@eg 0c.org.au

! |gn'to V?/'tchuth 01aunch IS OWN - oarier set of audio tapes). The
WeDSI ?' fi ! f e;_ncreasmg CDs are available for loan (as a
amount of information we now set only, not as individual CDs).
wish to make available on the
web it is appropriate to take this  If you have any items to return
opportunity to give the site a bit of  (andwe know who you arg
a makeover. Remember thatthe please contact me to make ar-
outings report and detailed bird rangements.
lists for each outing are available " .
on the website. And look foraddi- BOCAG6s East Gip
tional information on club activi-  The educational program
ties and on hot birding sites. 6Bet ween the Mo e
Check the web at Ee::sBltrdlngc?PdpPEo;ogl]ra;hg g‘ 5
Wwi.egboc.org.au scheduled by BO

Letter to the Editor

| was disheartened and dismayed birds and their habitat. | have no  The Editor responds: birds.

to read the art
Bi rd Oegkafiumben
35.

I am a member of the Townsville
Region Bird Observers Club. We
are desperately trying to protect
the waders in our region. One of
the main threats we see to the
waders, particularly in beach
areas, is the disturbance caused
by unleashed dogs. |see no
beauty in the sight of these birds
being harassed into flight fre-
guently at a time when they
should be feeding up and con-
serving energy for the huge task
they face when they head back to
their breeding grounds.

As a member of BOCA, | believe
each and every one of us needs
to do all in our power to protect all

ohjettien to@ebple exerciing a t
their dogs in public areas, but |
strongly believe these animals
should be on a leash and under
control at all times.

Surely, as BOCA members, we
should be encouraging members
and nonmembers to control their
pets so that native creatures are
free from harassment both in our
own backyard and in all public
areas.

I am concerned that printing this
article in a BOCA Branch newslet-
ter gives some sort of approval to
this destructive behaviour.

Yours etc.

Janet Robino
(Cranbrook, QIld)

ers:. . .
r3anet iS quite right to remind us of

the threats uncontrolled dogs
may pose to wildlifei especially
migratory birds as they prepare
for the stress of long journey#
and the importance of controlling
dogs for the sake of our birds.

Despite the lighthearted tone of
the piece to which Janet objects,
The Chatand EGBOC neither
encourage nor endorse the har-
assment of birds by dogs.

The point of the article in question
was not to celebrate any enjoy-
ment dogs may derive from chas-
ing birds, nor to imply that it is
mere harmless exuberance, but
to indicate the evident ability of
our canine friends to distinguish
between different species of
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A Swan Song ~ by lan Faulkner
Autumn is upon us. When | shore at Lake Bunga. Ahead of A resident at Eastern Beach
walk among the coastal fore-  me a swan stood on the told me he has seen swans
dunes of marram grass and beach. As | approached, it tried with cygnets near the bridge,
spinifex, or around the searush to swim, not fly, out to sea. drown cygnets from another
and boobialla of the lake, | find Low tide meant the water was family further back in the la-
an increase in the scattered shallow and broken waves goon system. The second fam-
piles of plumage that suggest  rolled from 30 metres beyond ily was trying to get past the
the violent deaths of swans, or the shore wash. | watched for  bridge to the larger lake, but
sometimes a pelican. Small 20 minutes while it swam out,  the first family was keeping
canine footprints brand and was washed back again the human handouts to itself.
Vulpesas the villain. and again by the rollers. Even- .
o tually the side wash took the Perhaps the resident swans at

Hold on! Nothing lives forever. bird out of sight. Lake Bunga and elsewhere
The birds were possibly sick, drive out the weak birds, which
starving, or just plain old and Why didn't it walk over the swim on the ocean waiting to
their hearts gave out. ocean beach into sheltered die. If the foxes didn't get

. Lake Bunga? Or head for Cun- them, then the rats and ravens
Eel;rg]v?/ahrﬁsr;xi:nsgmgc?r:ciﬁg of ningham Arm before its would.
ocean about 200 metres off- strength ran out?
A | and of drought, fire and fl oodi

The Waterholes Guest House near ladies drove them off with dire

Bairnsdale has been severely
effected by drought, fire and flood.
The native animal population
seems to have coped very well
with the adversity, and the kanga-
roo population is building up to
new heights. We observed only
two dead wallabies two weeks
after the fires in January 2007,
and put this down to a lack of
browsing material and the state of
health or age and thus the inability
to relocate to unburnt forest.

EGBOC is monitoring bird popula-
tions on a regular basis here since
the fires [seeThe Chat~eb 2008].
We have observed that birds such
as wrens and Willy Wagtails have
raised at least three clutches this
summer. We do not know
whether this is excessive or not,
but there are certainly more baby
birds in the garden than there
usually are at this time of year.

A newly mature Satin Bowerbird
built his love bower very visibly in a
patch of bush just outside our
gate. He was very inexperienced
and we had a lot of amusement
watching his attempts to prove his
worth to the ladies. Every exciting
little article he collected for his
display was nicked by the older
males while he was off getting
more. Every time a young female
showed interest in him the older

warnings about young handsome
males with nothing behind them.
Even after the season was over he
continued practicing for next year,
churring and dancing, collecting
etcé. Then the

After it all slowed down we were
delighted to discover his little
bower intactd the flames had
come to within a metre of it, but
there it was, with his bits of blue
all around it. Two days later we
heard the most glorious carrgn

up at the bower. Absolutely trium-
phant chortling and churringd the
whole gamut of the bowerbird
repetoire. He had found his
bower all perfectly safe and was
letting the world know that he had
the best real estate on the block!
It was lovely. | hope he does very
well next spring!

The variety of plant species and
the abundance of bloom has
been astounding throughout the
burnt areas. After 32 years here,
we are seeing very unusual bienni-
als, such as the Incense Plant or
Plume BushCalomeria amaran-
thoides, which we have never
seen before. It appeared in thou-
sands along the severely burned
river bed here.

All the usual glider possum noises
are in evidence at night, but as yet

fires came.

Billabong at Waterholes Guesthouse. Photo: Chris Healey 23
Aug 2007

we have not had time to look out
for the Greater Glider.

We have felt privileged to live here
during a time of natural stress and
recovery. It has been very excit-
ing!

[By permission fron_and for Wildlife
News newsletter of the Land for
Wildlife scheme, DSE, Vol. 6 No. 3 Apri
2008]




