MORE PLACES TO
VISIT

While in East Gippsland there are a va-
riety of places to visit. Some can be a
quick picnic stop, while at others you
may wish to stay awhile or return to,
because several are sites for seasonal
migrant birds.
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(EGBOC)

is a local band of bird watching enthusiasts who

have formed the local branch of

The Bird Observers Club of Australia (BOCA)
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the conservation trust of the Bird Observers Club of
Australia.
ABEF supports projects:

Which maintain, improve or extend habitat for
birds and other associated native animals and
plants.

Involve the study of the needs of birds in their
habitat

Educate the public to become more aware of
birds and the habitat requirements.
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BIRDWATCHING
AROUND
LAKES ENTRANCE

As you approach Lakes Entrance there is a look-
out at the top of the hill. This gives excellent
views of the man-made entrance and of Rigby
Island which is the breeding ground for Little
and Fairy Tern, as well as Hooded Plover,
Oystercatcher and Red-capped Dotterel during
the summer months, at which times it is a pro-
tected area.

1. North Arm

A walk along Marine Parade beside North Arm
will produce a variety of waterbirds — Egret,
Heron, Duck, Swan, Cormorant, Pelican etc. In
the trees Wattlebird, Rosella, Honeyeater and
overhead Kite and Eagle soar. Along North
Arm there are a number of toilets, picnic and
bbq facilities.

2.Cunninghame Arm

A walk along the Esplanade beside Cunning-
hame Arm may reveal the Pied Oystercatcher
and the Little Egret.

3. Footbridge / Ninety Mile Beach

Once over the footbridge you can undertake a
circular walk by turning right at the end of the
footbridge and following the blue poles that
mark a track that takes you to the entrance itself.
It is a very interesting historical spot to visit and
has picnic and toilet facilities, as well as a jetty.

3. continued

Along the way you may see or hear the Eastern Whipbird, Thorn-
bills, Silvereyes, Fairy-wren and Scrubwrens. On the water of
course you will see waterbirds and don’t forget to look up for the
White-bellied Sea-Eagle. Strong walkers can return by way of
The Ninety Mile Beach. Hooded Plover and Red-capped Dotterel,
as well as Little and Fairy Tern can be seen during summer.
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4. Lake Bunga

Heading out of Lakes Entrance, east along the Princes High-
way turn right into Lake Bunga Beach Road. There are picnic
and toilet facilities at the foreshore reserve. Gannets have
been seen flying and diving off-shore from the beach,

also the White-bellied Sea-Eagle often flies over or perches in
a tree within view.
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4. continued

Back at the car park area and in the bush behind,
a track leads to the sewage ponds; Musk Duck and
Australian Shovellers are often seen on the ponds.
Mistletoebirds, Gerygone, Honeyeaters, thornbills
and Red-browed Finches are seen in the bush be-
side the track. It is also a good place to see Cuck-
00s when they arrive in the area at the beginning
of summer.

5. Burnt Bridge / Cherry Tree

Ten kilometers east of Lakes Entrance on the
Princes Highway is the turn off on the right for
Burnt Bridge Forest Drive. It is no longer a
through road due to the deterioration of the bridge
over Toorloo Arm.

However, one can park the car and look out over
Toorloo Arm — it is here that our club had a mar-
vellous sighting of a family of 5 Azure Kingfish-
ers involved in a fishing lesson for the young
ones! The track off to the left follows Toorloo
Arm and comes out at The Cherry Tree Picnic
area.

Cherry Tree is also accessible by car, from the
Cherry Tree Track that runs off the Burnt Bridge
Road back near the highway. On the Cherry Tree
Track is a carpark called Silvertop. A circular
rainforest walk starts and ends here and is worth
doing. At the Cherry Tree picnic area waterbirds
on the Arm are a possibility. Along the track to
Burnt Bridge a variety of Robins — Eastern Yel-
low, Rose and Pink may be seen or heard. Also
Silvereye, Honeyeater, Thornbill, Fairy-wren,
Scrubaren and Kingfishers are possible.

Information prepared by Nancy Taylor, 2004




